SAFETY IN THE LABORATORY

The chemistry laboratory is a safe place to experiment if you are careful. You must assume responsibility for the safety of yourself and your neighbors. Following are some safety rules to help guide you in protecting yourself and others from injury in the laboratory.

1. The chemistry laboratory is a place for serious work.

2. Do not perform experiments without your teacher’s permission.

3. Study your lab assignment before you come to the lab. If you are in doubt about any procedure, ask your teacher for help.

4. Safety goggles and a laboratory apron must be worn whenever you work in the lab. 

5. Open toed sandals or flip-flops may not be worn in the lab.

6. Know how to use the safety equipment provided for you. Know the location of the fire extinguisher, safety shower, eyewash, fire blanket, and the first aid kit.

7. Report any accident, injury, or incorrect procedure immediately to your teacher.

8. If you spill acid or other corrosive chemical, wash it off immediately using plenty of water.

9. Never taste any chemical substance. Eating, drinking, and smoking are prohibited in the laboratory.

10. Smother fires with a towel. If clothing should catch fire, smother it with a fire blanket, or quench it under a safety shower.

11. Handle chemicals carefully. Check the label of all bottles before removing the contents. Do not return unused chemicals to reagent bottles.

12. Keep combustible materials away from open flames. 

13. Handle toxic or combustible gases only under the direction of your teacher. Use the fume hood when such materials are present.

14. When heating a substance in a test tube, be careful not to point the mouth of the test tube at another person or yourself.

15. Use caution and the proper equipment to handle hot glassware. Hot glass looks the same as cool glass.

16. Place broken glass and solid substances in designated containers. Keep insoluble waste material out of the sink. Follow the direction given in each procedure or by your teacher for the disposal of chemicals.

17. Know the correct procedure for mixing acid solutions. Always add the acid slowly to the water. Never add water to a large amount of acid.

18. Long hair should be tied back. Avoid wearing scarves, ties, or clothing with loose sleeves as they may catch fire.

19. Wash your hands with soap and water when finished with your laboratory work.

20. Never work alone in the laboratory. Work only when your teacher is present.

Student Safety Contract

I, ____________________________________________(print student’s name) have read and agree to follow all of the safety rules set forth in this contract. I realize that I must obey these rules to insure my own safety, and that of my fellow students and instructors. I will cooperate to the fullest extent with my instructor and fellow students to maintain a safe lab environment. I will also closely follow the oral and written instructions provided by the instructor. I am aware that any violation of this safety        contract that results in unsafe conduct in the laboratory or misbehavior on my part, may result in being removed from the laboratory, detention, receiving a failing grade, and/or dismissal from the course.

Student Signature ______________________________  Date ______________

Dear Parent or Guardian:

We feel that you should be informed regarding the school’s effort to create and maintain a safe science class room/laboratory environment.

With the cooperation of the instructors, parents, and students, a safety instruction program can eliminate, prevent, and correct possible hazards.

You should be aware of the safety instructions your son/daughter will receive before engaging in any laboratory work. Please read the list of safety rules above. No student will be permitted to perform laboratory activities unless this contract is signed by both the student and parent/guardian and is on file with the teacher.

Your signature on this contract indicates that you have read this Student Safety Contract, are aware of the measures taken to insure the safety of your son/daughter in the science laboratory, and will instruct your son/daughter to uphold his/her agreement to follow these rules and procedures in the laboratory.

Parent/Guardian Signature __________________________  Date______________

Date

